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Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy

George Green’s School is a Rights Respecting School
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) Article 19 (protection from all
forms of violence):
Governments must do all they can to ensure that children are protected from all forms of violence,
abuse, neglect and mistreatment by their parents or anyone else who looks after them
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) Article 27 (adequate standard of
living):
Every child has the right to a standard of living that is good enough to meet their physical, social and
mental needs. Governments must help families who cannot afford to provide this
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) Article 34 (sexual exploitation):
Governments must protect children from sexual abuse and exploitation
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) Article 35 (abduction):
Governments must ensure that children are not abducted or sold
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) Article 36 (other forms of
exploitation):
Governments must protect children from all other forms of exploitation that might harm them
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) Article 39 (rehabilitation of child
victims):
Children neglected, abused, exploited, tortured or who are victims of war must receive special help to
help them recover their health, dignity and self-respect
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Introduction
George Green’s School is an inclusive Rights Respecting School which fully recognises its
responsibilities for child protection and for the safeguarding of our students.
Our policy applies to all staff, governors and volunteers working in the school. It is available on our
school website and a hard copy is available in the main school reception. It is available to parents on
request.

Objectives
Our policy aims to:





ensure we minimise any risks to students by following safer recruitment practices
raise awareness of child protection issues with students, staff and governors
implement clear procedures for identifying and reporting child protection concerns
support students who have experienced harm and/or deemed to be at risk of harm

This policy takes into account relevant child protection guidance including the Children Act 1989,
Children Act 2004, Education Act 2002, Education Act 2011, Working Together to Safeguard Children
(2015), Keeping Children Safe in Education (September 2016), Dealing with Allegations of Abuse
Against Teachers and Other Staff (2012), LSCB procedures (September 2017), Guidance for Safe
Working Practice (2015), the Prevent Duty (July 2015) and Keeping Children Safe in Education (DfE
statutory guidance revised for September 2019) (KCSIE)

We will follow the procedures as set out by the Local Safeguarding Children Board to:



Ensure we have a Designated Safeguarding Lead who is part of the senior leadership team and
who has received appropriate training and support for this role. The DSL will also have this role
clearly outlined on their job description



Ensure we have a nominated governor responsible for child protection.
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Ensure every member of staff (including temporary, supply staff and volunteers) and governing
body knows the name of the designated person responsible for child protection and their role.



Ensure all staff and volunteers understand their responsibilities in being alert to signs of abuse
and responsibility for referring any concerns to the designated person responsible for child
protection.



Ensure all staff and volunteers understand their responsibilities in maintaining the security of the
school site and reporting any breaches or possible breaches of security.



Develop effective links with relevant agencies and co-operate as required with their enquiries
regarding child protection concerns including attendance at case conferences and core group
meetings.



Keep written records of concerns about children, even when there is no need to refer the matter
immediately.



Ensure any allegations made against a member of staff or volunteer is investigated.



Ensure safe recruitment practices are followed.

Designated Safeguarding Leads
The Designated Safeguarding Lead: Kate Garcia (Assistant Headteacher)
Deputies/Assistant: Simon Browne, Almin Chowdhury and Gail Harrison
Additionally, trained (full DSL) and part of the extended Safeguarding Team: Lucy Cientanni, Aidan
McQuaid, Kate Honeysett, Hilde Lewis, Dawn Spiteri, Zoe Bender, Angela Robotham, Carl Kemp and
Jane O’Sullivan.
The designated safeguarding governor: Annalee Jarvis (governor)
The Designated Safeguarding Lead, deputies/assistant and members of the extended Safeguarding
Team are trained to the same high standards. This training is renewed every two years.
The extended Safeguarding Team have termly meetings that are scheduled onto the whole school
calendar.

Role of the Designated Safeguarding Leads
Refer all cases of suspected abuse to Social Care and:


The designated officer(s) for child protection concerns (all cases which concern a staff
member),



Disclosure and Barring Service (cases where a person is dismissed or left due to risk/harm to
a child); and/or



Police (cases where a crime may have been committed).
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Liaise with the Principal to inform her of issues especially ongoing enquiries under section 47
of the Children Act 1989 and police investigations.



Act as a source of support, advice and expertise to staff on matters of safety and safeguarding
and when deciding whether to make a referral by liaising with relevant agencies.



Refer cases to the Channel programme where there is a radicalisation concern as needed and
support staff who make referrals to the Channel programme.

Staff induction, training and updates
Safeguarding is an integral part of induction for new staff. All new staff are required to attend a session
with the Designated Safeguarding Lead when they are given copies of the Safeguarding Policy, Staff
Code of Conduct, What to do if you’re worried a child is being abused and Part 1 of Keeping Children
Safe in Education (September 2019). All staff signed an online whole school document to state that
they had read Part 1 of (KCSIE) in September 2019
All staff receive annual safeguarding training from the Designated Safeguarding Lead (2 nd September
2019) and a half-termly safeguarding bulletin. Additional training sessions (30.10.19 - My Concern)
are held to update staff when necessary alongside safeguarding email bulletin updates and
announcements in briefing.

When to be concerned
‘Keeping Children Safe in Education (September 2019) states:
Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility. Everyone who comes
into contact with children and their families has a role to play. In order to fulfil this responsibility
effectively, all practitioners should make sure their approach is child-centred. This means that they
should consider, at all times, what is in the best interests of the child.
No single practitioner can have a full picture of a child’s needs and circumstances. If children and
families are to receive the right help at the right time, everyone who comes into contact with them has
a role to play in identifying concerns, sharing information and taking prompt action.
Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined for the purposes of this guidance as:
• protecting children from maltreatment
• preventing impairment of children’s health or development
• ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective
care
• taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes
Children includes everyone under the age of 18.’
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Safeguarding is not just about protecting children from deliberate harm. It relates to other aspects of
school life including:








students’ health and safety
the use of reasonable force
meeting the needs of students with medical conditions
providing first aid
educational visits
intimate care
online safety

A concern may have arisen through something the young person has said in passing, a disclosure,
something reported relating to another young person, something you have overheard or seen. It could
also be a niggling concern about a child’s welfare.

Types of abuse and neglect
Staff should be aware that abuse, neglect and safeguarding issues are rarely standalone events that
can be covered by one definition or label. In most cases multiple issues will overlap with one another.

Abuse: a form of maltreatment of a child. Somebody may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting harm
or by failing to act to prevent harm. Children may be abused in a family or in an institutional or
community setting by those known to them or, more rarely, by others (e.g. via the internet). They may
be abused by an adult or adults or another child or children.

The London Child Protection Procedures define four categories of child abuse and neglect:

Physical abuse may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning,
suffocating, or otherwise causing physical harm to a child.

Physical harm may also be caused when a parent fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces,
illness in a child.
(See Appendix A – Possible signs of physical abuse)

Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause severe and
persistent effects on the child’s emotional development, and may involve:


conveying to children that they are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued insofar as they
meet the needs of another person;
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imposing age or developmentally inappropriate expectations on children. These may include
interactions that are beyond the child’s developmental capability, as well as overprotection and
limitation of exploration and learning, or preventing the child participating in normal social
interaction;



seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another;



serious bullying, causing children frequently to feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation
or corruption of children;



exploiting and corrupting children.

(See Appendix B – Possible signs of emotional abuse)

Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities,
including prostitution, whether or not the child is aware of what is happening. The activities may
involve physical contact, including penetrative (e.g. rape, buggery or oral sex) or non-penetrative acts.
Sexual abuse includes abuse of children through sexual exploitation. Penetrative sex where one of the
partners is under the age of 16 is illegal, although prosecution of similar age, consenting partners is
not usual. However, where a child is under the age of 13 it is classified as rape under s5 Sexual
Offences Act 2003.
Sexual abuse includes non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the
production of pornographic materials, watching sexual activities or encouraging children to behave in
sexually inappropriate ways.
(See Appendix C – Possible signs of sexual abuse)

Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and /or psychological needs, likely to
result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development.
Neglect may occur during pregnancy as a result of maternal substance abuse.
Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent failing to:





provide adequate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion from home or abandonment);
protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger;
ensure adequate supervision (including the use of inadequate caregivers);
ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment

(See Appendix D - Possible signs of neglect)
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Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE)
There is heightened local and national concern about children and young people being at risk in
relation to extremism and radicalisation (See Appendix G). At George Green’s School we recognise
this is a safeguarding issue and have provision in place to ensure the risks to our students are
minimised.
We have a Prevent Plan which addresses the following five strands:
1. understand how an extremist narrative which can lead to harm can be challenged by staff; and
model to students how diverse views can be heard, analysed and challenged in a way which
values freedom of speech and freedom from harm
2. understand how to prevent harm to students by individuals, groups of others who promote
violent extremism, and manage risks within the school
3. understand how to support individuals who are vulnerable through strategies to support,
challenge and protect
4. increase the resilience of students and of school communities through helping students to
acquire skills and knowledge to challenge extremist views and promoting an ethos and values
that promotes respect for others
5. use teaching styles and curriculum opportunities which allow grievances to be aired, explored
and demonstrate the role of conflict resolution and active citizenship
We recognise the potential for students to be inadvertently exposed to extremism, for example, via
their internet use or through external speakers. These are addressed in our Visitors Policy, Online
Safety Policy and Lettings Policy.

Training in relation to safeguarding from extremism and radicalisation for all staff is reviewed on a
regular basis and in response to both national and local issues and concerns.
The school can offer a range of interventions including access to:












increased adult support, supervision and encouragement
positive buddying programmes
positive activities in and out of school
behaviour support/anger management programmes
attendance support
1 to 1 or group counselling
parenting programmes with a Preventing Violent Extremism element
links with relevant voluntary or religious organisations
support from our Safer Schools Officer
advice to students and parents on cyber safety
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The Prevent Lead for Safeguarding and for checking visitors: Kate Garcia
The Prevent Leads for Curriculum: Kate Honeysett (PSHE SLT lead)
The Prevent Governor: Interim: Annalee Jarvis (Governor)
Responsibility for checking premises use by outsiders: Ian Cullenbrooke

‘Honour based violence’ (HBV)
So-called ‘honour based violence’ encompasses crimes which have been committed to protect or
defend the honour of the family/and or the community, including Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
(Appendix I), Forced Marriage (Appendix J) and practices such as breast ironing. All forms of HBV are
abuse (regardless of the motivation) and must be reported as a CP concern. It is mandatory for teachers
to personally report to the police cases where they discover an act of FGM appears to have been carried
out on a girl aged under 18. Teachers should refer to the Designated Safeguarding Lead who will
support them through this process.

Children Missing Education
A child going missing from education is a potential indicator of abuse or neglect. Students who go
missing from education on repeat occasions are particularly at risk including risk of sexual exploitation.

All staff should be alert to signs to look out for and the individual triggers to be aware of when
considering the risks of potential safeguarding concerns such as travelling to conflict zones, FGM and
forced marriage.

All students at George Green’s School are registered on both an admissions register and attendance
register (SIMs based). We inform the Local Authority of any student who is being deleted from the
admissions register when the student:






is being educated at home
no longer lives within a reasonable distance of the school
is in custody for longer than four months due to a final court order
has been permanently excluded

The Attendance Team will refer any student to the Local Authority who has been absent from school
without permission for a continuous period of ten days or more.
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Peer on peer abuse
Peer on peer abuse can manifest itself in many ways. This is most likely to include, but is not limited
to: bullying (including cyber-bullying), gender-based violence/sexual assaults and sexting. Abuse is
abuse and should never be dismissed, tolerated or passed off as “banter”, “part of growing up” or with
comments like “he/she probably fancies you”. All peer on peer abuse should be reported as a CP
concern. In the first instance a member of the Safeguarding Team will investigate the concern.

Children with Special Educational Needs and disabilities
Young people with SEN and disabilities can face additional safeguarding challenges. Additional
barriers can exist when recognising abuse and neglect in this group of children. This can include:




assumptions that indicators of possible abuse such as behaviour, mood and injury are related
to the child’s disability without further exploration
children with SEN and disabilities can be disproportionally impacted by things like bullying –
without outwardly showing any signs
communication barriers and difficulties in overcoming these barriers

There is also heightened national concern about children and young people being at risk in relation to:










Child trafficking and Exploitation (See Appendix E)
Child Sexual Exploitation (See Appendix F)
Domestic Violence (See Appendix H)
Online safety – use of ICT, the internet and Social Media (See Online Safety Policy)
Child criminal exploitation (KCSIE 2019)
Children with family members in prison (KCSIE 2019)
Children and the court system (KCSIE 2019)
Homelessness (KCSIE 2019)
County Lines (KCSIE 2019) (See Appendix M)

In addition, the following may be of concern:















Bullying including cyberbullying/online safety
Child missing from home or care
Drugs
Fabricated/Induced Illness (Appendix K)
Faith abuse/Honor based violence
Gangs and Youth Violence
Gender-based violence/violence against women and girls (VAWG)
Hate
Mental health
Missing children and adults strategy
Private fostering – this is when a child under the age of 16 is cared for by someone who is not
their parent or a ‘close relative. This is a private arrangement made between a parent and a
carer, for 28 days or more.
Relationship abuse (Appendix L)
Sexting (see Spotlight on Sexting)
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Additional information on all of these potential concerns can be found on the TES, MindEd, NSPCC and
GOV.UK websites.
https://www.tes.com/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/

Dealing with disclosures
When a young person is making a disclosure:








stay calm
take your time
let the student speak
reassure her/him that is okay to tell you
listen carefully
ask open questions (if appropriate)
explain what you will do next, i.e. report this to the Designated Child Protection Person











promise to keep something secret
guarantee what will happen next
stop the student from speaking
ask leading questions or question unnecessarily
make assumptions or judgements
try to deal with the matter on your own
ask student to show you injuries requiring the removal of clothing
inform anyone other than the Designated Child Protection People of the disclosure
make a ‘My Concern’ online referral

It is important to remember that only Children’s Social Care, the NSPCC and the Police can carry out
Child Protection Investigations. Staff should not attempt to investigate a child protection matter as it
may compromise any possible legal proceedings. There is a need only to establish sufficient details
and information for a decision to be made about making a referral.

How to report a concern
To report a CP concern complete a My Concern online referral immediately
If you believe the disclosure or concerns are such that immediate action is required call and alert the
Designated Safeguarding Lead/Deputy/Assistant to the email.
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Kate Ext. 402 or 07791 861115
Simon Ext. 477
Almin Ext. 440
Gail Ext. 440
Zoe Ext. 571
Wherever possible a conversation should take place with the Designated Safeguarding Lead or
member of the safeguarding team although any staff member can make a referral to children’s social
care if they believe a child is at immediate risk of harm. Where referrals are not made by the Designated
Safeguarding Lead the Designated Safeguarding Lead should be informed, as soon as possible, that a
referral has been made.
The Child Protection Advice Line is provided by Tower Hamlets Children’s Services Multi-Agency
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 020 7364 3444.
CPAL operates Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm. Outside of these hours contact the Emergency Out of
Hours Duty Team on 020 7364 5006 Option 3 or CAIT (Police Child Abuse Investigation Team on 020
8217 6484.
Following a discussion with the Duty Officer an Inter-Agency Referral Form should be completed and
emailed to MASH@towerhamlets.gcsx.gov.uk as advised by the Duty Officer.
If, following a referral, a staff member disagrees with the Designated Safeguarding Lead’s decision and
remains concern about the safety and welfare of a child they should report this in the first instance to
the Deputy Head (Behaviour) or the Principal.

Confidentiality
Child protection concerns or disclosures should only be shared with the Designated Safeguarding Lead
and the safeguarding team through the completion of an online My Concern referral. Information of a
confidential nature should only be shared on a strict need to know basis. However, fears about sharing
information cannot be allowed to stand in the way of the need to promote the welfare and safety of
children and young people.
Parents should be informed of the concerns with the agreement of the Designated Safeguarding Lead
unless doing so would increase the risk of or actual harm to the young person.

Inter-agency Working
The Safeguarding Team are committed to working with other agencies to safeguard and promote the
welfare of our students. The Safeguarding Team:



contributes to assessments, including Section 17 (Child In Need) and Section 47 (Child
Protection) enquiries, providing information about children and their families
contributes to and attends conferences, reviews and meetings in relation to our students
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supports the implementation of agreed plans including those for students who are Children In
Need, subject to Child Protection Plans, Looked After Children, Privately Fostered or otherwise
Vulnerable. (For further information on Looked After Children please refer to the LAC Policy).

Research and Serious Case Reviews have repeatedly shown the dangers of failing to take effective
action. Poor practice includes: failing to act on and refer the early signs of abuse and neglect, poor
record keeping, failing to listen to the views of the child, failing to re-assess concerns when situations
do not improve, sharing information too slowly and a lack of challenge to those who appear not to be
taking action.
When there are concerns that a child’s situation does not appear to be improving following a referral
to Children’s Social Care the Designated Safeguarding Lead or person who made the referral will press
for re-consideration using the LA’s escalation guidelines to ensure their concerns are addressed.

Safer Recruitment
The DFES 2007 guidance “Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education” is followed in
recruitment and employment procedures in the school.
All members of staff are subject to an enhanced DBS check which is updated every three years.
A single central record of recruitment and vetting checks is maintained by the Personnel Manager. This
is checked annually by the Designated Safeguarding Lead and DCP Governor.

Volunteers
George Green’s School welcomes volunteers and recognises the important role they can play in our
school. All volunteers who have unsupervised contact with students are subject to an enhanced DBS
check. Their details are recorded on the single central record.
Volunteers who are not subject to an enhanced DBS check are not permitted unsupervised contact
with students and will be supervised at all times by a member of our staff.

Staff Conduct
The safeguarding culture of our school is underpinned by the development of respectful, caring and
professional relationships between staff and students. Staff behaviours should demonstrate integrity,
maturity and good judgement. For further information, please refer to our Staff Code of Conduct.
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George Green’s School does not advocate the use of physical intervention in relation to students unless
absolutely necessary to protect them from harm. For further information, please refer to our Behaviour
Policy.

Allegations against staff
Any concerns about the appropriateness of a member of staff, including volunteers, working with
young people must be reported to the Principal immediately. Where the allegation or concern relates
to the Principal this should be reported immediately to the DSL (Kate Garcia) and Chair of Governors
(Les Chapman). This includes believing the member of staff has or may have:





behaved in a way that has harmed a young person, or may have harmed a young person
possibly committed a criminal offence against or related to a young person
behaved towards a young person or young people in a way that indicated he or she would
pose a risk of harm of they work regularly or closely with children

Allegations may relate to the personal or professional life of the member of staff or volunteer.
Confidentiality must be maintained and the allegation, disclosure or suspicions must not be discussed
with anyone else including the alleged perpetrator.
The Designated Safeguarding Lead will report any allegations made against staff or volunteers to the
Local Authority Designated Officer for Allegations (LADO).

LADO: Melanie Benzie
Child Protection & Reviewing Service
LBTH Safeguarding and Quality Assurance Service
Children and Culture Directorate
London Borough of Tower Hamlets
4th Floor Mulberry Place
5 Clove Crescent
London E14 2BG
Tel: 0207 364 0677
07903 238827
Email: LADO@towerhamlets.gov.uk
melanie.benzie@towerhamlets.gov.uk
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The NSPCC has a whistleblowing helpline and can be accessed on 0800 0280285
This policy should be read in conjunction with other policies which also support the safeguarding of
the children in our care.

Monitoring arrangements
This policy is to be reviewed annually by the governing body.

Updated: January 2016, July 2016, July 2017, September 2017, March 2018, September 2018,
November 2019
Date of next review: November 2020
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Appendix A – Possible Signs of Physical Abuse
The NSPCC provides the following advice on possible signs of physical abuse:

Injuries which are normal for children
All children have accidents, like bumps and falls. Injuries which are normal for children include:





Bruising on the shins, knees, elbows, and backs of the hands.
Bruising on children who are crawling or walking (especially older children).
Bruising on the forehead (for toddlers).
Scalds from hot liquid spills on the upper body.

Injuries caused by physical abuse
The harm caused to children by physical abuse can range from minor injuries to major trauma. These
can include:












bruising:
• on the cheeks, ears, palms, arms and feet
• on the back, buttocks, tummy, hips and backs of legs
• on babies who are not yet crawling or walking
• a history of bruising
• multiple bruises in clusters, usually on the upper arms or outer thighs
• bruises which look like they have been caused by fingers, a hand, or an object
burns or scalds:
• burns of the backs of the hands, feet, legs, genitals, or buttocks
• burns which have a clear shape, like a circular cigarette burn
large oval shaped bite marks
fractures
scarring
poisoning
drowning or suffocating
head injuries caused by a blow or by shaking
fabricated or induced illness.

Mental health or behavioural problems
As well as the physical signs of abuse, children may also suffer mental health or behavioural problems such
as:







depression and anxiety
aggression and violence
problems with relationships and socialising
trying to hide injuries under clothing
running away from home
being distant and withdrawn.
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Appendix B - Possible Signs of Emotional Abuse
The NSPCC provides the following advice on possible signs of emotional abuse.
Emotional abuse can affect a child from infancy, through adolescence, and into adulthood.
A parent's behaviour is central to a child's development. Signs that a child may be suffering emotional
abuse include:


a parent's constant negative and harsh behaviour towards their child



a fearful, distant or unaffectionate relationship.
Signs of emotional abuse may also be present in a child's actions, or their physical, mental and
emotional development.

Effects on physical development
A child's physical development can be delayed. For example, tense meal times can affect a child's
eating.

Effects on mental development
Emotional abuse can hold back a child's mental development, such as their intelligence and memory.
It can also increase the risk of a child developing mental health problems, such as eating disorders
and self harming

Effects on emotional development
A child should be able to understand and express a range of emotions as they grow older. Emotional
abuse can restrict a child's emotional development, including their ability to feel and express a full
range of emotions appropriately, and to control their emotions.

Behavioural problems
Emotional abuse can put a child at greater risk of developing one or more behavioural problems, such
as:


learning difficulties



problems with relationships and socialising



rebellious behaviour



aggressive and violent behaviour



anti-social behaviour and criminality



self-isolating behaviour (making people dislike you)

George Green’s School Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy 2019.v3.1

17 of 45

Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy


negative impulsive behaviour (not caring what happens to yourself).
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Appendix C - Possible Signs of Sexual Abuse
The NSPCC provides the following advice on possible signs of sexual abuse.

Children who have been sexually abused may show a variety of signs.
They may try to tell you about abuse through hints or clues. They may also describe behaviour by an
adult that suggests they are being ‘groomed’ for future abuse.

Other signs include:

Suddenly starting to behave differently








aggressive behaviour
sleep problems
bed-wetting or soiling
risk-taking behaviour during adolescence
negative thoughts
not looking after themselves
problems with school, or missing school.

Avoiding particular adults



Avoids being alone with a particular family member
Fears an adult or is reluctant to socialise with them.

Sexually inappropriate behaviour




Becoming sexually active at a young age
Promiscuity
Use of sexual language or knowing information that you would not expect them to know at their age

Physical symptoms




Anal or vaginal soreness
An unusual discharge
Pregnancy
How long these effects last depends on the individual child, the nature of the abuse and the help they
receive.
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What to look out for in adults
You should also be alert to any adults who pay an unusual amount of attention to a child or young
person for example:




giving the young person gifts, toys or favours
offering to take the young person on trips, outings and holidays
seeking opportunities to be alone with the young person

Source
NSPCC www.nspcc.org.uk
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Appendix D - Possible Signs of Neglect
The NSPCC provides the following advice on possible signs of neglect.

Neglect can have a debilitating and long-lasting effect on a child's physical wellbeing, and on their
mental, emotional and behavioural development.
In some cases the effects can cause permanent disabilities and, in severe cases, death.

Signs that a child could be suffering from neglect include:






living in an inadequate home environment
being left alone for a long time
being persistently ignored by parents or carers
poor appearance and delayed development
taking on the role of carer for other family members.

Physical effects of neglect may include:








poor muscle tone/prominent joints
poor skin: sores, rashes, flea bites
thin or swollen tummy
poor hygiene, like being dirty or smelly
untreated health problems, such as bad teeth
unwashed clothing
inadequate clothing, like not having a coat in winter

Emotional and behavioural effects may include:









difficulties with school work
missing school
being anxious about, or avoiding, people
difficulty in making friends
being withdrawn
anti-social behaviour
early sexual activity
drug or alcohol misuse.

Source
NSPCC www.nspcc.org.uk
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Appendix E – Child Trafficking and Exploitation
Any child transported for exploitative reasons is considered to be a trafficking victim whether or not they have been deceived. This is partly because it is not considered possible for
children to give informed consent.
Even when a child understands what has happened they may still appear to submit willingly, to
what they believe to be the will of their parents.

How does trafficking happen?
Traffickers are known to recruit their victims using a variety of methods. Some children are subject
to coercion, which could take the form of abduction or kidnapping. However, the majority of children
are trapped by in subversive ways:


Children are promised education or respectable work - as in restaurants, domestic servants
etc.;



Parents are persuaded that their children will have a better life elsewhere.

Many children travel on false documents and for those who do not, the traffickers usually throw
away their identification papers.

Why do people traffick children?
Most children are trafficked and exploited for financial gain. This can take the form of payment from
the child's parents, and in most cases the trafficker also receives payment from those wanting to
exploit the child once in the UK. Some trafficking is by organised gangs, in other cases individual
adults traffick children to the UK for their own personal gain. Exploitation includes children being
used for:


Sex work;



Domestic servitude;



Sweatshop and restaurant work, drug dealing and credit card fraud;



Begging or pickpocketing;



Benefit fraud;



Drug mules or decoys for adult drug traffickers;



Forced marriage



Trade in human organs; and in some cases;



Ritual killings.

Younger children are often trafficked to become beggars and thieves or for benefit fraud. Teenagers
are often trafficked for domestic servitude, sexual exploitation and forced marriage.

What happens to children before they reach the UK
Even before they travel children can be subjected to various forms of abuse and exploitation to
ensure that the trafficker's control over the child continues after the child is transferred to someone
else's care:
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Voodoo is used to frighten children (usually girls) into thinking that if they tell anyone about
the traffickers, they and their families will die;



Confiscation of the child's identity documents;



Threats of reporting the child to the authorities;



Violence, or threats of violence towards the child;



Threats of violence towards members of the young person's family;



Keeping the child socially isolated;



Keeping the young person locked up;



Some children are told that they owe large sums of money for their air fares, accommodation
and food, and that they must work to pay this off - however they never earn enough to do this;



Depriving the child of money.

The impact of trafficking on children
Trafficked and exploited children are not only deprived of their rights to health and freedom from
exploitation and abuse - they are usually also deprived of their right to an education and the life
opportunities this brings.
Once children have been trafficked and exploited, they are vulnerable to:

Physical Abuse and Neglect


This can range from inappropriate chastisement, not receiving routine and emergency medical
attention (partly through a lack of care about their welfare and partly because of the need for
secrecy surrounding their circumstances);



Children in the sex industry are open to sexually transmitted infections, including HIV/AIDS;
and for girls there is the risk of early pregnancy and possible damage to their reproductive
health



Children frequently suffer physical beatings and rape;



Children also frequently suffer physical deprivations, including beatings, sensory deprivations
and food deprivation;



Some trafficked children are subdued with drugs, which they then become dependent on. They
are then effectively trapped within the cycle of exploitation, continuing to work in return for a
supply of drugs;



Children often develop alcohol addictions;



Victims can suffer physical disorders such as skin diseases, migraine, backache etc.

Psychological Harm


Children become disorientated after leaving their family environment, however impoverished
and difficult, and arriving in the Western world. This disorientation can be compounded for
some children who have to assume a new identity or have no identity at all;

George Green’s School Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy 2019.v3.1

23 of 45

Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy


Children can be isolated from the local community in the UK by being kept away from school
and because they cannot speak English;



Trafficked and exploited children are living in fear both of the adults who have control of them
and of the discovery of their illegal immigration status;



Victims lose their trust in all adults;



Trafficked and exploited children will all suffer from a form of post traumatic stress relating to
their sense of powerlessness and the degree of violence they experienced at the hands of their
traffickers, which can be extreme;



Many trafficked and exploited children develop dependant relationships with their abusers;



They suffer flashbacks, nightmares, anxiety attacks, irritability and other symptoms of stress,
such as, nervous breakdowns;



Trafficked and exploited children experience a loss of ability to concentrate;



They can become anti-social, aggressive and angry, and/or fearful and nervous - finding it
difficult to relate to others, including in the family and at work;



Victims have very low self-esteem and believe that the experience has 'ruined' them for life
psychologically and socially. They become depressed, and often suicidal;



The children worry about people in their families and communities knowing what has
happened to them, and become afraid to go home;



All children who have been exploited will suffer some form of physical or mental harm, usually,
the longer the exploitation, the more health problems that will be experienced. Although in
some cases, such as contracting AIDS or the extreme abuse suffered by Victoria Climbie, fatal
damage happens very quickly.

Risk indicators
There are a number of circumstances which could indicate that a child may have been trafficked to
the UK, and may still be being controlled by the traffickers or receiving adults. These include
situations in which the child:


Does not appear to have money but does have a mobile phone;



Is driven around by an older male or 'boyfriend';



Is withdrawn and refuses to talk;



Shows signs of sexual behaviour or language;



Shows signs of physical or sexual abuse, and/or has contracted a sexually transmitted disease;



Has a history with missing links and unexplained moves;



Is required to earn a minimum amount of money every day;



Works in various locations;



as limited freedom of movement;



Appears to be missing for periods;

George Green’s School Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy 2019.v3.1

24 of 45

Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy


Is known to beg for money;



Is being cared for by adult/s who are not their parents. Children in these circumstances are
being privately. The quality of the relationship between the child and their adult carers is not
good;



Has not been registered with or attended a GP practice;



Has not been enrolled in school;



Is required to earn a minimum amount of money every day;



Has to pay off an exorbitant debt, perhaps for the travel costs, before being able to have control
over his/her own earnings;



Hands over a large part of their earnings to another person;



Is excessively afraid of being deported;



Has had their journey or visa arranged by someone other than themselves or their family;



Does not have possession of their own travel documents;



Has false papers, and these have been provided by another person;



Is unable to confirm which adult is going to accept responsibility for her/him;



Fits current profiles for those at risk of exploitation;



Has

entered

the

country

illegally;

or, the person:


In control of the child has applied for visas on behalf of many others, or acts as
guarantor for other visa applications;



Who guarantees the visa application has acted for other visitors who have not
returned to their countries of origin on the expiry of the visa.

Support for Trafficked and Exploited Children
Children who have been trafficked and exploited are likely to need some of the following services:


Appropriately trained interpreting;



Counselling;



Child and adolescent mental health services (CAMHs);



Independent legal advice;



Medical services (including, for victims of torture);



Education;



Repatriation.
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Source
LSCB London Child Protection Procedures
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Appendix F – Child Sexual Exploitation
Vulnerability factors to sexual exploitation
Sexually exploited children do not always fit a specific profile, and professionals should
keep an open mind to the possibility that a child may be at risk of exploitation.

always

However, children may be more vulnerable to sexual exploitation if they have experience of one
or more of the following:


Living in a chaotic or dysfunctional household (including parental substance use, domestic
violence, parental mental health issues, parental criminality).



History of abuse (including familial child sexual abuse, risk of forced marriage, risk of
'honour'-based violence, physical and emotional abuse and neglect).



Recent bereavement or loss.



Gang association either through relatives, peers or intimate relationships (in cases of gang
associated CSE only).



Attending school with young people who are sexually exploited.



Learning disabilities.



Unsure about their sexual orientation or unable to disclose sexual orientation to their
families.



Friends with young people who are sexually exploited.



Homeless.



Lacking friends from the same age group.



Living in a gang neighbourhood.



Living in residential care.



Living in hostel, bed and breakfast accommodation or a foyer.



Low self-esteem or self-confidence.



Young carer.



Having been trafficked, either into or within the UK

Professionals also need to be vigilant to 'hidden' victims such as boys, children with disabilities
or from BME communities.
The following signs and behaviour are generally seen in children who are already being sexually
exploited:


Missing from home or care.



Physical injuries.



Drug or alcohol misuse.

George Green’s School Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy 2019.v3.1

27 of 45

Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy


Involvement in offending.



Repeat sexually-transmitted infections, pregnancy and terminations.



Absent from school.



Change in physical appearance.



Evidence of sexual bullying and/or vulnerability through the internet and/or social
networking sites.



Estranged from their family.



Receipt of gifts from unknown sources.



Recruiting others into exploitative situations.



Poor mental health.



Self-harm.

Thoughts of or attempts at suicide.

Source
LSCB London Child Protection Procedures
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Appendix G – Children at risk of extremism and radicalisation
The Home Office definition of Extremism is “vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values,
including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of different
faiths and beliefs. Also calls for the death of member of our armed forces whether in this country of
overseas”.
Violent extremism is any situation in which views are translated into violent action.
Radicalisation is a process by which an individual or group comes to adopt increasingly extreme
political, social or religious ideals and aspirations that (1) reject or undermines the status quo and/or
(2) reject or undermine contemporary ideas and expressions of freedom of choice.
Children and young people can suffer harm when exposed to extremist ideology. This harm can range
from a child adopting or complying with extreme views which limit their social interaction and full
engagement with their education, to children being groomed for involvement in violent attacks.
Children can by exposed to harmful, extremist ideology in the immediate or extended family, or
relatives/family friends who live outside the family home but have influence over the child’s life. Older
children or young people might self-radicalise over the internet or through the influence of their peer
network – in this instance their parents might not know about this or feel powerless to stop their child’s
radicalisation.

Going missing is a risk factor in relation to radicalisation:



A child may go missing because they already been radicalised.



A child’s risk of being radicalised might increase because they are missing and are spending
time with people who may seek to involve them in radical/extreme activities. The risk is
heightened whilst they are missing, because the protective factors of family or care are not
available to them.

What can make a young person susceptible to adopting extremist views and supporting
violence?
The key conclusion from available evidence is that there is no single profile of a person likely to become
involved in extremism, or single indicator of when a person might move to adopt violence in support of
extremist ideas.
However, it does appear the decision by a young person to become involved in violent extremism:





may begin with a search for answers to questions about identity, faith and belonging
may be driven by the desire for ‘adventure’ and excitement
may be driven by a desire to enhance the self-esteem of the individual and promote their ‘street
cred’
is likely to involve identification with a charismatic individual and attraction to a group which
can offer identity, social network and support
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is likely to be fuelled by a sense of grievance that can be triggered by personal experiences of
racism or discrimination

Lessons from recent case histories about factors that may make young people susceptible to
exploitation by violent extremists:

Identity crisis
Adolescents exploring issues of identity can feel both distant from their parents’ cultural and religious
heritage and uncomfortable with their place in society around them. Extremist ideas can help provide
a sense of purpose or feeling of belonging.

Personal crisis
This may for example include significant tensions within the family which produce a sense of isolation
of the young person from the traditional certainties of family life.

Personal circumstances
The experience of migration, local tensions or events affecting families in countries of origin may
contribute to alienation from UK values and a decision to cause harm to symbols of the community or
state.

Un- or underemployment
Young people may perceive their aspirations for career and lifestyle undermined by limited school
achievement or employment prospects. This can translate to a generalised rejection of civic life and
adoption of violence as a symbolic act.

Criminality
A young person may have been involved in group offending or, on occasion, linked to organised crime
and be drawn to engagement in extremist, potentially criminal, activities

Indicators that a child or young person is engaged with an extremist group, cause or
ideology







spending increasing time in the company of other expected extremists
changing their style of dress or personal appearance to accord with the group
their day-to-day behaviour becoming increasingly centred around an extremist ideology, group
or cause
loss of interests in other friends and activities
possession of material or symbols associated with an extremist cause
attempts to recruit others to the group or cause

Indicators a child or young person has an intention to use violence or other illegal means


clearly identifying another group as threatening what they stand for and blaming that group
for all social or political ills
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using insulting or derogatory names or labels for another group
speaking about the imminence of harm from the other group and the importance of action now
expressing attitudes that justify offending on behalf of the group, cause of ideology
condoning or supporting violence or harm towards others; or
plotting or conspiring with others

There is some similarity between the factors that may make young people susceptible to exploitation
by violent extremists with those that are likely to contribute to young people joining racist or far-right
groups or with those who use violence to resolve conflict or try to control others by force.

Sources
LSCB London Safeguarding Procedures
Supporting Vulnerable Children: Preventing Violent Behaviour and Violent Extremism in Tower
Hamlets
Channel: Protecting vulnerable people from being drawn into terrorism

What to do if you suspect a child or young person is at risk of extremism and
radicalisation
Report this to the Designated Safeguarding Lead as a CP concern.
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Appendix H – Domestic Violence
The definition of ‘domestic violence and abuse ‘was updated by the Home Office in March 2013
to include the reality that many young people are experiencing domestic abuse and violence in
relationships at a young age. They may therefore be Children in need or likely to suffer significant
harm, the definition from the Home Office is as follows:
"Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence
and abuse between those aged 16 or over, who are or have been intimate partners or family
members regardless of gender and sexuality.
This can encompass, but is not limited to, the following types of abuse:


Psychological;



Physical;



Sexual;



Financial;



Emotional.

Controlling behaviour is: a range of acts designed to make a person subordinate and/or
dependent by isolating them from sources of support, exploiting their resources and capacities
for personal gain, depriving them of the means needed for independence, resistance and escape
and regulating their everyday behaviour.
Coercive behaviour is : an act or a pattern of acts of assault, threats, humiliation and
intimidation or other abuse that is used to harm, punish, or frighten their victim."

Examples of these behaviours are:


Psychological / Emotional Abuse - intimidation and threats (e.g. about children or family
pets), social isolation, verbal abuse, humiliation, constant criticism, enforced trivial routines,
marked over intrusiveness;



Physical violence - slapping, pushing, kicking, stabbing, damage to property or items of
sentimental value, attempted murder or murder;



Physical restriction of freedom - controlling who the mother or child/ren see or where they
go, what they wear or do, stalking, imprisonment, forced marriage;



Sexual violence - any non-consensual sexual activity, including rape, sexual assault,
coercive sexual activity or refusing safer sex; and



Financial abuse - stealing, depriving or taking control of money, running up debts,
withholding benefits books or bank cards.

Families with additional vulnerabilities
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All professionals should understand the following issues that children and their mothers may face,
and take these into consideration when trying to help them:
 Culture: the culture amongst some communities means that it is often more difficult for
women to admit to having marital problems. This is because a failed marriage is often seen
as being the woman's fault, and she will be blamed for letting down the family's honour. In
some cultures, a woman may not be in a position to divorce her husband. If the husband
does not want to comply with this, he can prevent giving a religious divorce to his wife;
 Immigration status: children and their mothers may have an uncertain immigration status,
which could prevent them from accessing services. The mother may also be hesitant to take
action against her partner for fear of losing her right to remain in the UK. In some cases,
women have received threats of deportation from their partner or extended family if they
report domestic violence and have had their passports taken from them;
Similarly, children may have had their passports taken away from them and may fear that
they and/or their mother could be deported if they disclose domestic violence in the family.
 Language / literacy: children and their mothers may face the additional challenge to
engaging with services in that English is not their first language. When working with these
children and families, professionals should use professional interpreters who have a clear
Disclosure and Barring Service check; it is not acceptable to use a family member or friend,
and members of the extended community network should also be avoided wherever
possible;
 Temporary accommodation: many families live in temporary accommodation. When a
family moves frequently, they may be facing chronic poverty, social isolation, racism or
other forms of discrimination and the problems associated with living in disadvantaged
areas or in temporary accommodation. These families can become disengaged from, or may
have not been able to become engaged with, health, education, social care, welfare and
personal social support systems;
 Recent trauma: some recently immigrant families often have a traumatic history and / or a
disrupted family life and can need support to integrate their culture with that of the host
country;
 Disability: children and/or mothers with disabilities may be especially vulnerable in
situations where the abuser is also their primary carer, and some refuges may lack
appropriate facilities to respond to their particular needs. The British Crime Survey
consistently shows that disabled people are much more likely to experience domestic
violence than non disabled people;
 Social exclusion: children and their families may also face additional vulnerabilities as a
result of social exclusion. The British Crime Survey indicates that people who are currently
on a low income and/or not owning their own home are more likely than those on a higher
income and/or homeowners to have experienced incidents of domestic violence. This can
include women with no recourse to public funds. Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
people may also be especially vulnerable, and issues such shame, stigma, mistrust of
authority (particularly the police), fear of having children taken away because of incorrect
stereotyping, "outing" etc can lead to the abuse / violence being hidden and unreported.
There are also issues around safe havens for transgender people and their children, and
some women's refuges may not accept men who have not fully transitioned.
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The impact of domestic violence on children
The risks to children living with domestic violence include:


Direct physical or sexual abuse of the child. Research shows this happens in up to 60% of
cases; also that the severity of the violence against the mother is predictive of the severity
of abuse to the children



The child being abused as part of the abuse against the mother:





o

Being used as pawns or spies by the abusive partner in attempts to control the
mother;

o

Being forced to participate in the abuse and degradation by the abusive partner.

Emotional abuse and physical injury to the child from witnessing the abuse:
o

Hearing abusive verbal exchanges between adults in the household;

o

Hearing the abusive partner verbally abuse, humiliate and threaten violence;

o

Observing bruises and injuries sustained by their mother;

o

Hearing their mother's screams and pleas for help;

o

Observing the abusive partner being removed and taken into police custody;

o

Witnessing their mother being taken to hospital by ambulance;

o

Attempting to intervene in a violent assault;

o

Being physically injured as a result of intervening or by being accidentally hurt
whilst present during a violent assault.

Negative material consequences for a child of domestic violence:
o

Being unable or unwilling to invite friends to the house;

o

Frequent disruptions to social life and schooling from moving with their mother
fleeing violence;

o

Hospitalisation of the mother and/or her permanent disability.

1 Children who witness domestic violence suffer emotional and psychological maltreatment
. (Note: Section 31 Children Act 1989: impairment suffered from seeing or hearing the ill
4 treatment of another [amended by the Adoption and Children Act 2002]). They tend to have
. low self-esteem and experience increased levels of anxiety, depression, anger and fear,
2 aggressive and violent behaviours, including bullying, lack of conflict resolution skills, lack of
empathy for others and poor peer relationships, poor school performance, anti-social behaviour,
pregnancy, alcohol and substance misuse, self blame, hopelessness, shame and apathy, post
traumatic stress disorder - symptoms such as hyper-vigilance, nightmares and intrusive
thoughts - images of violence, insomnia, enuresis and over protectiveness of their mother and/or
siblings.
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The impact of domestic violence on children is similar to the effects of any other abuse or trauma
and will depend upon such factors as:


The severity and nature of the violence;



The length of time the child is exposed to the violence;



Characteristics of the child's gender, ethnic origin, age, disability, socio economic and
cultural background;



The warmth and support the child receives in their relationship with their mother, siblings
and other family members;



The nature and length of the child's wider relationships and social networks; and



The child's capacity for and actual level of self protection.

Source
LSCB London Safeguarding Procedures
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Appendix I - Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
The World Health Organisation (WHO) defines female genital mutilation (FGM) as: "all
procedures (not operations) which involve partial or total removal of the external female genitalia or
injury to the female genital organs whether for cultural or other non-therapeutic reasons" (WHO,
1996).
Female genital mutilation has been classified by the WHO into four types:


Type 1: Circumcision - Excision of the prepuce with or without excision of part or all of the
clitoris;



Type 2: Excision (Clitoridectomy) - Excision of the clitoris with partial or total excision of
the labia minora. After the healing process has taken place, scar tissue forms to cover the upper
part of the vulva region;



Type 3: Infibulation (also called Pharaonic Circumcision) -This is the most severe
form of female genital mutilation. Infibulation often (but not always) involves the complete
removal of the clitoris, together with the labia minora and at least the anterior two-thirds and
often the whole of the medial part of the labia majora;



Type 4: Unclassified - This includes all other procedures on the female genitalia, and any
other procedure that falls under the definition of female genital mutilation given above.

FGM has been a criminal offence in the UK since the Prohibition of Female Circumcision Act
1985was passed. The Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 extended the prohibition making it
also illegal to take a child abroad to undergo FGM. In Scotland FGM is illegal under the Prohibition of
FGM (Scotland) Act 2005. It is mandatory for teachers to personally report to the police cases where
they discover an act of FGM appears to have been carried out.

Cultural Underpinnings
Female genital mutilation is much more common than people realise. It is a complex issue because
despite the harm it causes, many women from FGM practising communities consider FGM normal to
protect their cultural identity.
Although FGM is practiced by secular communities, it is most often claimed to be carried out in
accordance with religious beliefs. However, neither the Bible nor the Koran support the practice of
FGM. In addition to giving religious reasons for subjecting their daughters to FGM, parents say they
are acting in a child's best interests because it:


Brings status and respect to the girl;



Preserves a girl's virginity / chastity;



Is a rite of passage;



Gives a girl social acceptance, especially for marriage;



Upholds the family honour;



Helps girls and women to be clean and hygienic.
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The age at which girls are subjected to female genital mutilation varies greatly, from shortly after birth
to any time up to adulthood. The average age is 4 to 13 years, in some cases it is performed on new
born infants or on young women before marriage or pregnancy.

Indications that FGM may be about to take place include:


The family comes from a community that is known to practise FGM; UK communities most at
risk of FGM include Kenyans, Somalis, Sudanese, Sierra Leoneans, Egyptians, Nigerians and
Eritreans. Women from non-African communities that are at risk of FGM include Yemeni,
Kurdish, Indonesian and Pakistani.



A child may talk about a long holiday to her country of origin or another country where the
practice is prevalent, including African countries and the Middle East;



A child may confide to a professional that she is to have a 'special procedure' or to attend a
special occasion;



A child may request help from a teacher or another adult;



Any female child born to a woman who has been subjected to FGM must be considered to
be at risk, as must other female children in the extended family;



Any female child who has a sister who has already have undergone FGM must be considered
to be at risk, as must other female children in the extended family.

Indications that FGM may have already taken place include:


A child may spend long periods of time away from the classroom during the day with bladder
or menstrual problems if she has undergone Type 3 FGM;



A prolonged absence from school with noticeable behaviour changes on the girl's return
could be an indication that a girl has recently undergone FGM;



Professionals also need to be vigilant to the emotional and psychological needs of children
who may/are suffering the adverse consequence of the practice (e.g. withdrawal, depression
etc.);



A child requiring to be excused from physical exercise lessons without the support of her GP;



A child may ask for help.

Source
LSCB London Safeguarding Procedures
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Appendix J - Forced Marriage
Many people assume that forced marriages no longer take place. They do – hundreds of forced
marriages are reported every year. It is thought many more go unreported.
The majority of cases of forced marriage in the UK involve families from South Asia but there have also
been cases involving families from East Asia, the Middle East, Europe and Africa. Young people from
Gypsy and Traveller families have also been identified as being at risk of forced marriage.
Forced marriage is mostly a crime against women; most cases involve girls and young women between
the ages of 13 and 30 but males are also forced into marriage.

What is Forced Marriage?
When a marriage takes place without the proper consent of one or both parties or where the
individual(s) have been forced to give consent.
The Home Office Definition states “force may include emotional and physical pressure and abuse.
These could be threats to hurt or actually hurting the person emotionally or physically, emotional
blackmail, deception, false imprisonment, unreasonable restrictions on letting the person go out or
taking the person abroad for the purpose of marriage against their wishes”.
Forced marriage is an abuse of human rights and a form of domestic violence and child abuse.

How does Forced Marriage differ from Arranged Marriage?
In arranged marriages families take a leading role in choosing the marriage partner and arranging the
marriage but the choice whether or not to accept the arrangement lies with the individuals to be
married.

Is Forced Marriage a Crime?
Historically there was no specific crime in England and Wales of forcing someone to marry. The
perpetrators – usually parents or other family members – could be prosecuted for other offences
including threatening behaviour, assault, kidnap, abduction and imprisonment. Sexual intercourse
without consent is rape, regardless of whether this occurs within the confines of a marriage. The AntiSocial Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 makes it a criminal offence to force someone to marry.
This includes:



taking someone overseas to force them to marry (whether or not the forced marriage takes
place)
Marrying someone who lacks the mental capacity to consent to the marriage (whether they are
pressured or not)

A Forced Marriage Protection Order can be obtained through the family courts. Breaching a Forced
Marriage Protection Order is a criminal offence.
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What are the motives for Forced Marriages?
Many parents who force their children to marry do not recognise their actions are wrong. Forced
marriages cannot be justified on religious grounds – every major faith condemns forced marriages.
Some of the key motives are:










Controlling unwanted behaviour and sexuality
Protecting “family honour”
Responding to family pressure (often extended family)
Attempting to strengthen family links
Ensuring land, property and wealth remain within the family
Protecting perceived cultural or religious ideals (which are misguided)
Preventing “unsuitable” relationships
Assisting claims for residence and citizenship
Fulfilling long-standing family commitments

What are the Warning Signs for Forced Marriages?
These are signs that may indicate forced marriage .
Pupils who fear they may be forced to marry are unlikely to confide in anyone and may feel unable to
go against the wishes of their parents and families. They may appear uneasy about an impending visit
abroad. In addition, they may present with the following:
Education: truancy, decline in performance or punctuality, low motivation at school, poor exam results,
being withdrawn from school by those with parental responsibility and not allowed to attend extracurricular activities
Health: self-harm, attempted suicide, eating disorders, depression, isolation and substance misuse
Family history: siblings forced to marry, early marriage of siblings, family disputes, running away from
home, unreasonable restrictions, e.g. “house arrest”
Police involvement: other young people within the family reported missing, reports of domestic
violence or breaches of peace at the family home, female genital mutilation, the pupil reported for
offences, e.g. shoplifting or substance misuse
Employment: poor performance, poor attendance, limited career choices, not allowed to work,
unreasonable financial control, e.g. confiscation of wages/income

What you should do if you believe a young person has been forced to marry or is being
forced to marry
Report this to the Designated Child Protection Person as a CP concern.
You should not:
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Treat allegations of forced marriage as a domestic issue and send the pupil back to the family
home
Ignore what the pupil has told you or dismiss out of hand the immediate need for protection
Approach the pupil’s family or those with influence within the community as they put the pupil
in danger
Contact the family in advance of any investigations by the police or social services
Breach confidentiality except where necessary to ensure the pupil’s safety

Source
Dealing with Cases of Forced Marriage.
Commonwealth Office. 2005.

Guidance for Education Professionals.
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Appendix K – Fabricated/Induced Illness (FII)
Fabricated or induced illness in children is a difficult and complex subject but schools can play a key
role in recognising concerns that may relate to this rare form of child abuse.
Fabricated/induced illness occurs when a child is presented for medical attention with signs or
symptoms which have been fabricated or induced by the child’s carer. Research shows that it is usually,
though not exclusively, carried out by a female carer, usually the child’s mother.
FII includes:




Fabrication of signs and symptoms of illness, including fabrication of a child’s medical history
Fabrication and falsification of medical records, letters and test results
Deliberately inducing illness in the child

Possible signs and indicators of FII:
The signs and indicators of FII can be ambiguous. School staff are particularly well placed to notice
outward signs of harm or to observe if a child is repeatedly unwell for no apparent reason.
The following factors may alert you to the possibility of FII:











Source

Frequent and unexplained absences from school, and from particular lessons/activities,
especially PE
Regular absences to keep a doctor’s or a hospital appointment, where no reason has been
there has been given.
Regular failures to keep medical and other health related appointments e.g. opticians,
physiotherapists.
Refusal of permission for school medicals and/or other school based health related checks (e.g.
hearing).
Repeated claims by the parent/s that a child is frequently unwell and requires medical attention
for symptoms which are vague or difficult to diagnose.
Frequent illness, exaggeration of symptoms or excessive treatments or ailments not consistent
with the child’s general health or, in relation to a child’s disability.
Parent/carer alleges the child has psychological difficulties.
The child's supposed symptoms are only mentioned when the parent or carer is present.
The parent/carer appears to have an unusually high level of knowledge about medical matters.
Documents or other sources indicate that the parent/carer has changed doctors frequently,
and/or has visited different hospitals for the child's treatment.
NSPCC
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Appendix L – Young People in Abusive Relationships
Teen relationship abuse consists of the same patterns of coercive and controlling behaviour as
domestic abuse. These patterns might include some or all of the following: sexual abuse, physical
abuse, financial abuse, emotional abuse and psychological abuse.
From March 2013 the definition of domestic violence was changed to include young people aged 1617. The Government’s definition of domestic violence is “any incident of threatening Risk between
partners (16 years and over) who are or have been in an intimate relationship or between adult family
members (18 years and over), regardless of gender and sexuality”.
Abusive relationships can involve control of who or where a young person is ‘allowed’ to see or go, or
communicate with social networking pages or mobile phone. Such control leads to isolation from the
peer group and trusted friends in whom a young person might confide. Coercion may be used to force
sexual activity. Young people may also be coerced into sending inappropriate images or ‘sexting’ via
social media.
Some young people, particularly those who have witnessed abuse or violence at home, may find it hard
to distinguish between care and control. Threats, put downs and humiliation are behaviours associated
with emotional abuse.

Warning signs
These are some of the common signs of relationship abuse. This is not an exhaustive list. Young
people respond differently and these signs could also be indicators of other issues.











Physical signs of injury
Missing school
Decline in attainment
Changes in behaviour, mood and personality, becoming withdrawn and passive
Bullying/being bullied
Isolation from friends and family
Inappropriate sexual behaviour, language or attitudes
Depression
Self-harm, eating disorders and problems with sleeping
Use of drugs or alcohol (especially where these haven’t been used before)

Risk factors
Some young people may be more likely than others to find themselves in abusive relationships. Factors
to be aware of are:




Previous experiences of parental domestic violence: Young people with a history of violence
in their family have a greater vulnerability to relationship abuse themselves
Violent peer groups: there is an association between family or peer violence and susceptibility
to relationship violence
Having a much older partner: this is a significant risk factor for girls with a much higher risk of
physical, emotional and sexual violence

Other groups who may be vulnerable include young people who are looked after, those with special
educational needs and/or disabilities and those who identify as lesbian, gay or bisexual or who are
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questioning their sexuality. Young people who identify as LGBT experience relationship abuse at
similar rates as those in heterosexual relationships.
Young person relationship abuse affects both genders although more girls reported that the abuse was
repeated and that severity worsened after the relationship had ended. Girls also reported a greater
negative impact on their welfare than boys.
Although research findings show that girls experience more frequent young person relationship abuse
than boys, they experience the impact differently. Girls report a much more significant negative impact
whereas boys tend to minimise the impact of violence. Boys also tend to minimise their own use of
violence and may refer to it as ‘messing around’ (NSPCC 2009). This may be due to the perceived
need to display peer groups can influence how young people develop their identity, how think they
should behave and how they could conduct relationships. This makes it difficult for some young people
to form healthy and respectful relationships. Boys and girls may feed under pressure to form intimate
relationships with each other instead of maintaining these relationships as friendships. Adults need to
be aware of any undue pressure they may put on young people for friendships to become relationships.
Boys are also affected by the gender stereotypes and may feel under pressure to behave in an overtly
masculine or ‘macho’ way towards girls and women. Gender equality education can help to address
the media portrayal of both genders and help to engage both boys and girls to identify healthy and
unhealthy relationships.

The difference between young person relationship abuse and bullying
Although there are similarities between bullying and relationship abuse, relationship abuse is different
because of the sexual and emotional context and the intimate nature of the relationship. Young people
who are bullied might be able to distance themselves from those who bully them as they generally do
not gain anything from the relationship. Relationship abuse between young people is different because
some young people will be reluctant or even unable to remove themselves from the relationship. The
abusive behaviour can be interpreted as loving, caring or complimentary and may also be given
credibility by peers.

Impact
Some adults may minimise the impact of young person relationship violence by assuming that the
relationships are short lived and not ‘real’ relationships. It is important that adults do no trivialise
relationships between young people. Many young people who are experiencing their first relationships
can find it difficult to identify that there is abuse present especially of their peer group normalises such
behaviour. The impact of media representations of gender, appearance and behaviour can also be
influential in young people’s relationships.
The impact of young person relationship abuse can have serious consequences for emotional health
and well-being and mental health including depression, self-harm and suicide.
Relationship abuse between young people also impacts on school life. There can be an impact on
attainment, attendance and behaviour at school. Being in an abusive relationship can affect
concentration and focus leading to having less motivation and interest in school. Young people in
abusive relationships might be late to school or might absent themselves altogether, especially if the
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person they are in a relationship with attends the same school. They may also be coerced into
truanting. Anxiety and stress related to being fearful may lead to isolation and removal from the usual
activities of school life.

Source
NSPCC

George Green’s School Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy 2019.v3.1

44 of 45

Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy
Appendix M - County Lines
Keeping Children Safe in Education
This refers to a new pattern of criminal activity where drug gangs introduce a telephone number in an
area outside the city to sell drugs at street level – local runners then supply drugs in these areas.
Children are often exploited by these gangs to transport and sell drugs because they are less likely to
be known by the police.
The 2018 version of KCSIE says, to identify county lines exploitation, schools should look out for
“missing episodes, when the victim may have been trafficked for the purpose of transporting drugs”.
The following factors may alert you to the possibility of a child being involved in County Lines:
 Frequent and unexplained absences from school
 Decline in attainment
 Changes in behaviour, mood and personality, becoming withdrawn, passive or aggressive
 Use of drugs or alcohol (especially where these haven’t been used before)
 Possession of expensive items; phones, trainers, clothes, cash etc
 Overhearing conversations where terms such as ‘going country’, ‘going OT’ are used and
students discussing going out of London on a frequent basis
 Possession of more than one phone

Appendix L - ‘Upskirting’
Keeping Children Safe in Education – new guidance
‘Upskirting’ is a criminal offence. The definition of ‘upskirting’ is “taking a picture under a person’s
clothing without them knowing, with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to obtain sexual
gratification, or cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm” (DfE, 2019a).
Any issues of ‘upskirting’ should be reported immediately to the DSL.
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